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THE ASSEMBLY OF CATHOLIC ORDINARIES OF THE HOLY LAND
Latins, Melkites, Maronites, Syrians, Armenians, Chaldeans, Custody of the Holy Land

Prot. 01 (3) /2025
Jerusalem, 16 January 2025

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings
good news,” (Is. 52,7)

Declaration of the Catholic Ordinaries on the Ceasefire in Gaza

The Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land welcome the announcement of the ceasefire in Gaza, which
aims to end the hostilities in Gaza, the return the Israeli hostages and the release the Palestinian
prisoners. We hope that this ceasefire will mark an important end to the violence that has caused
immeasurable suffering. It is a necessary step to halt the destruction and meet the urgent
humanitarian needs of countless families affected by the conflict.

However, we are aware that the end of the war does not mean the end of the conflict. It is therefore
necessary to seriously and credibly address the deep-rooted issues that have been at the root of this
conflict for far too long. Genuine and lasting peace can only be achieved through a just solution that
addresses the origin of this long-standing struggle. This requires a long process, a willingness to
acknowledge each other's suffering and a focused education in trust that leads to overcoming fear of
the other and the justification of violence as a political tool.

We pray that this ceasefire will bring a sense of serenity and relief to all. May this moment of calm
allow all to find solace, rebuild their lives and regain hope for the future.

We sincerely hope that this ceasefire marks the beginning of a new path towards reconciliation, justice
and sustainable peace. May this be the first step on a path that promotes healing and unity among all
the people of the Holy Land.

We eagerly await the return of pilgrims to the Holy Places to Holy Land. The Holy Places are meant to
be places of prayer and peace, and we long for the day when pilgrims can visit them again in safety
and spiritual joy.

Despite the pain we have suffered, we continue to look to the future with unwavering hope. May this
ceasefire inspire new efforts for dialog, mutual understanding and lasting peace for all. At the
beginning of the Jubilee Year dedicated to hope that does not disappoint, we read in this event a sign
that reminds us of God's faithfulness.

Finally, we call on political leaders and the international community to develop a clear and just political
vision for the post-war period. A future built on dignity, security and freedom for all peoples is a
prerequisite for true and lasting peace. We urge all parties to implement the immediate steps and
negotiate the future steps of the agreement in good faith.

May the Lord bless this land with peace and lead us all on the path of reconciliation and healing.
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